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Abstract

The Qajar era is a special period between traditions and future innovations manners in Iran.
In according, the consequence of traditional Iranian arts, historical self-awareness of the
people and increasing familiarity with the manifestations of Western culture and art, can be
seen in the art of this era. Since a part of the culture of Iran was preserved through the
Persian paintings and lithographic images, it is admissible to analyze the cultural factors
affecting lithographic paintings. Therefore, the present study tries to answer the question:
What were the illustration styles influencing the motifs of the Shahnamehs printed in the
Qajar period? The information of this research has been compiled as a library method. Then,
descriptive and analytical methods have been used to achieve the results. For this purpose,
from the fifteen common paintings in the five Shahnamehs that have been illustrated and
printed in 1265 AH, 1275 AH, 1307 AH, 1316 AH and 1319 AH; The paintings of Jamshid's
kingdom has been studied as the first same paintings in these Shahnamehs. The results show
that the images of lithographed Shahnamehs were able to create a kind of multifaceted
interaction between ancient motifs, Islamic art and European painting effects while
preserving their identity and culture. The results also indicate that despite the influence of all
examples of archaic culture, Shahnamehs 1307 AH and 1319 AH, had the greatest impact in
this regard. The most important influential factor in the illustration of Shahnamehs of 1265
AH and 1275 AH is the Iranian-Islamic painting culture and the least effective factor is the
of European painting styles. European paintings gradually became the most influential
cultural component in later editions.

Keywords: Illustration Styles, Cultural Factors, Lithography, Qajar Shahnameh, Images of
Jamshid Kingdom, The Qajar Art of the Book.
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