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The Jurisprudential Ruling on Post-Coital Contraception
Case Study: Emergency Contraceptive Pills

Abstract

Developments in the field of contraception have given rise to emerging issues
within Imami jurisprudence (Shi‘i figh), which require a careful re-
examination of the relevant Shar‘i evidences and jurisprudential principles.
One of the most significant of these issues is post-coital contraception
through the use of emergency contraceptive pills.

The principal question of this study is whether, from the perspectiye of Imami
jurisprudence, post-coital contraception by means of emerge ills 1s
legally permissible, and whether such an act falls unde idences
prohibiting abortion, or whether a ruling of permissibilifyme 1
for it. To address this question, the present research 2
analytical approach and, relying on authoritative
examines the jurisprudential ruling of this practi

udential sources,

The analysis of jurisprudential data indicat ntial criterion for
the application of the title “abortion” isthe realization and implantation of
the fertilized ovum in the uterus and,the commeneement of the embryonic
developmental process. Emergen , ve pills, however, according
¢ of implantation and prevent
the uterus. Accordingly, in the
‘embryo” is not realized, and the
of abortion do not apply to this case.
of the fertilized ovum and the realization
of the title of emby 1on aimed at eliminating it falls under the

prohibiting abortion and is devoid of Shar‘i legitimacy

the establishment of the fertilized
absence of implantation,gthe\title
evidences concerning ibTti

from the p mami jurisprudence.
Keywor , emergency contraception, emergency contraceptive
pillsai tion abortion
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