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Analysis of Feminine Language in the Novel Madaran va
Dokhtaran, Book Two; DadeQhadamKhair Based on Mills'
Feminist Stylistics

Abstract

The importance of language as a key tool in shaping and reflecting ideologies has made it one
of the main areas of concern for feminists. A close examination of language can lead us to a
deeper understanding of gendered structures of power, oppression, or resistance. In this
research, using qualitative analysis and library and documentary studies, we have attempted to
examine the novel DadeQadamKhair, focusing on Sarah Mills' feminist stylistic framework, in
order to identify gender signs in the language of this novel as a narrative work in the context of
history. Analysis of women's writing at the three levels of vocabulary, sentences, and discourse
shows that the author has redefined part of women's identity in her writing by using appropriate
feminine expressions, employing objectivity and detail in phrasing, and raising women's
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concerns at the discourse level. The novel DadeQadamKhair presents an outstanding example
of using the features of language to present a complex, dynamic, and critical portrayal of
women's lived experience. This work is the second book in Mahshid Amirshahi's four-volume
novel Madaran va Dokhtaran, and it seems that the other books in this novel can also be
examined in the framework of this model and, overall, are a notable example of women's
writing.

Keywords: DadeQadamKhair, Feminist stylistics, Women's writing, Sara Mills.

Literature review

The findings regarding the background of the present study show that so far, the novel
DedeQadamKhair has not been examined based on Sarah Mills' feminist approach. The
results obtained show that research has been conducted on Amirshahi's Madaran va
Dokhtaran and Sarah Mills' feminist stylistics. Key Researches include works by
Mobarak and Ahangary (2019), Khojaste pour, Ghozashti and Farzad (2021);Jafari,
Mosavi Sirjani and Farzad (2022), Zare Kohan and Daneshgar (2023), Nikreoz and
Teymori (2024), Ranjbar and Akbari beiraq (2024), Ebrahimzade Dolatabad»and
Colleagues (2025).

Research Objectives and Questions

The aim of this research is to analyze the ways in"which women are represented in a
historical narrative text, relying on Sarah Mills"three-dimensional feminist stylistics,
to show how, at the levels of word, sentence, and discourse, through the presence of
multiple women with distinct roles and‘voices;their female experiences and multiple
identities are formulated, and to what.extent these:formulations represent or challenge
the patriarchal discourses that govern themy, The ‘research includes the following
questions:

1. By choosing which words hassAmirshahi been able to connect the reader with
gender?

2. What signs of woemen's speech,do the syntactic structures of the text contain?

3. How is women's writing in DadeGhadamKhair manifested at the level of discourse
and can it provide'a platform,for examining this novel at the level of Sarah Mills's
critical disecourse?

Main'Discussion

In Feminist Stylistics, Mills raises questions that can be answered to help us understand
the extentsto.which gender influences a text. She discusses the reasons why people
think a writer is a woman, why they label a text as feminine or masculine, and why
they use technical, emotional information to refer to women's activities. Mills asks
about the existence of sentences that are gender-specific, that refer to gender
differences or our assumptions about gender differences.He discusses the role played
by individuals in the text, the different attention paid to men and women, the form of
analysis of male and female characters, the use of gender-specific vocabulary, the types
of characters and relationships between men and women, power relations and
hierarchies, and the role of race, sexual orientation, and class in it. He also pays
attention to forms of narrative that may be gender-specific, the different performance
of men and women, the difference of these paths from other narrative paths, and their
consequences for gender, and he looks for elements in the text that are related to gender
(Mills, 1995: 202-200). In examining the answers to these questions at the three levels



of word, sentence, and discourse, she examines the ways in which gender is encoded
and represented in texts, and then examines the ways in which society generally deals
with gender. This approach enables the audience to become familiar with a wide range
of factors that may make some implicit or hidden assumptions about gender more
salient and explicit at the level of word, sentence, and discourse (1bid).

Conclusion

According to the results of the research, at the lexical level, the use of feminine
expressions (adjectives, curses, swear words, and expletives), words related to women,
and color words have a high frequency, each of which alone has made discourse about
women more prominent. The use of words that are commonly used by women; such as
kitchen utensils and appliances, women's clothing and cosmetics, and_coelorywords
(blue, gold, wine, silver, ruby, etc.), shows that the author has a great aesthetic attention
to detail and has used his mastery of details related to different fields. The high
frequency of short, descriptive, newsworthy sentences more tangibly portrays the
internal reactions of the female characters and the world around'them. The frequent
use of interrogative sentences in the form of self-talk, thesmetalinguistic signs of three
dots and dashes, indicate interruptions, hesitations, characters'unfinished speech, the
expression of unsaid things, and repressed emotions, which shows that female
characters often face limitations in expression,@nd the'author may have intentionally
created these empty spaces to highlight the.sense of suspense or emphasis on internal
unsaid things. The use of these items is accharacteristic.of feminine writing that is seen
at the sentence level and presents the audience,with_a clearer picture of the social
limitations of women's language. At the discourse level, the novel distances itself from
conventional stereotypes witheits ‘abundance of female characters, polyphony, and
break from the male monologue. This\diversity of voices and narratives has allowed
for a wide representation'ofwomen's experiences. Issues such as pregnancy, childbirth,
women's physical problems, the isolation imposed on women, and their mutual support
have, through repetition, becomeysalient, normalized, and accepted, challenging
patriarchal discourse. ©verall, Amirshahi purposefully used different stylistic devices
appropriate to the feminist approach, turning DadeQadam Khair into a significant
work in representing and challenging women's experiences. Future research could
apply. this. framework<to other novels to compare women's writing patterns across
historical periods. The results of this study could also pave the way for interdisciplinary
research,inthe fields of cultural studies, women's social history, and critical discourse
analysis, and help explain how women's power structures, identities, and agency are
reflected in literary language
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