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Abstract

This research, employing the approach of the philosophy of jurisprudence and a
descriptive-analytical method, investigates the relationship between
“usalt validity” (hujjiyyah usiliyyah) and “epistemological validity” (hujjiyyah
ma ‘rifatiyyah) in solitary reports (khabar al-wahid) and extracts the
methodological implications of this relationship. The central question is whether
the validity of a solitary report is based solely on religious enactment
(usilt validity) or whether the rational agents' confidence in its content
(epistemological validity) is also a fundamental condition for its validity. The

rational agents” (bina’ al-‘uqala’) as the basis alidity.
Accordingly, usalr validity is contingent upon epistemologi dity (being
authentic in its attribution to the rational agents). This contiage Ids four key
methodological implications: the priority of reliability i ibution (wuthiig al-
sudir) over formal chain authenticity, the possibili u
report by rationally credible doubts (zuniin ‘aqliyyahNwiihin), the necessity of
proportionality between the rigor of valida d the importance of the
jurisprudential subject, and the ruling of invati ases of doubt regarding the
attainment of rational confidence. Co is research establishes the
necessity of transitioning from chain-of-transmission-centric
methodology to a content-based al lia -oriented approach in ijtihad.

A )
Keywords: Epistemological Validity, Jjitihad, Khabar al-Wahid, Rational Consensus (Bina’
al- ‘Ugala’), Reliability in Attribution (Wuthig al-Sudir), Solitary Reports, Usair Validity.
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Title: The Relationship Between the Usili and
Epistemological Validity of Solitary Reports (Khabar al-Wahid) and
Its Methodological Implications for ljtihad

Extended Abstract:
1. Problem Statement and Research Gap

The solitary report (khabar al-wahid), as a primary narrative
source for deriving Islamic legal rulings, has always been
central to the discourse among scholars of legal theory (usil
al-figh). A fundamental and persistent question concerns the
very nature of its authority in the deduction process: Is it based
solely on "procedural authority” (hujjiyyah usiliyyah)—an
exculpatory enactment by the Lawgiver—or is it inherently
linked to its "epistemological authority” (hujjiyyah
ma ‘rifatiyyah), i.e., its truth-claim and reliability? While the
validity of solitary reports has been extensively examined in
classical and contemporary texts, a systematic exploration of
the relationship between these two dimensions of authority
and, more specifically, the extraction of the **methodological
implications' (al-dalalat al-manhajiyyah) arising from this
relationship has received less direct attention. Clarifying this
issue is crucial due to its direct impact on determining the
scope of valid reports, approaches to resolving conflicts of
evidence, and the required rigor in relying on such reports in
A, matters of significant consequence.

2. Objective and Methodology

The primary objective of this study is to analyze the intrinsic
relationship between the procedural and epistemological authority
of solitary reports and to systematically deduce the practical and
methodological consequences flowing from this relationship. The
research employs a descriptive-analytical method within the
framework of the ""philosophy of jurisprudence approach™



(minhaj falsafat al-figh). This meta-theoretical approach
facilitates a higher-order examination of the discipline's
foundations. Necessary data was gathered through library research
of classical and contemporary texts in usu/ al-figh and subjected to
logical analysis.

3. Key Finding and Central Argument

The analysis of theoretical positions reveals that beneath
differing explanations regarding the nature of the "enacted
ruling” (al-maj ul) for indicants (al-amarat), a fundamental
common ground exists among many legal theorists: the
ultimate foundation for the validity of a solitary report is
the ""building of the rational agents" (bina’ al- ‘uqala’). In
other words, a report is considered a procedurally valid proof
(hujjah) precisely because rational agents, in practical terms,
would deem it a reliable source for discovering the ruling.
Accordingly, this research argues that procedural authority is
not independent of epistemological authority but is
dependent upon and contingent on it. A solitary report gains
its status as a legal proof only when it is considered authentic
in its attribution (mawthiiq al-sudiir) according to rational
criteria.

4. Methodological Implications and Conclusion

From this core finding, four significant methodological
implications for the process of jurisprudential deduction
(istinbat) are deduced:

«1. The Criterion of Reliability: The ultimate criterion shifts
from the formal integrity of the chain of transmission
(isnad/sanad) to "'reliability in attribution (wuthiiq al-
sudiir)" from the Infallible.

2. Interaction with Rational Conjectures: The validity of a
solitary report can be negated by "*credible rational
conjectures that are undermining (al-zunin al- ‘aqliyyah al-
mithinah)", even if those conjectures themselves do not
constitute an independent procedural proof, provided they



seriously undermine confidence in the report's authenticity.
3. Principle of Proportional Rigor: The required level of
confidence and scrutiny in validation must be proportionate
to the importance of the jurisprudential subject

matter (e.q., hudiid penalties, which demand the highest
standard).

4. The Ruling in Cases of Doubt: In cases of genuine doubt
about whether a report meets the rational agents' standard of
reliability, the default ruling is its invalidity as proof.

N~
In conclusion, this study demonstrates that accepting the

dependence of procedural authority on epistemological authority
necessitates a paradigm shiftin contemporary jurisprudential
methodology—a move away from an exclusive focus on the chain
of transmission (isnad) toward an integrated, content-based, and
reliability-oriented approach. This approach mandates the active
search for corroborating evidence and critical engagement with
other sources of knowledge to fulfill the fundamental condition of
validity as established by rational consensus.
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