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The Aesthetics of Imagery in the Poetry of Adnan Sayegh

Rasool Balavi®, Ali Khezri,** Amene Abgoon***

Abstract

Poet does not use prefabricated or preplanned words in his or her mid but he
applies much care in selecting and using his words or language. Then, the
poet rearranges the words in terms of his or her chosen symbolic indications
and he may innovates new schemes, having contemplated enough, so that
he might satisfy his or her reader’s expectations and interest in reaching the
expected pleasures. Expression through imagery is one of the most
important characteristics of poetry. Imagery is a technique used when a poet
cannot express thoughts and ideas he or she intends to convey. In this study,
we are interested in the emerging technique of artistic imagery creation in
contemporary gaside (ode) which is regarded as a revitalized and innovative
method in poetry. We, then, examine the use of imagery in the published
collection of the poems (qasides or odes) of an Iraqi poet, Adnan Al-
Sayegh. Different images are created and used in his poems among which
are the graphic signs, punctuation conventions, pause, black pages, curved
or slanted lines and shading. These techniques point to the poet’s internal

uneasiness and worry due to his distance from his native land.

Key words: contemporary Arabic poetry, Iraq, Adnan Al-Sayegh, style of
imagery creation
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