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Abstract:
Inspired by Freud's notion of the unconscious, the surrealist movement was founded by André

Breton after World War | in 1924. Since the surrealists put particular emphasis on the
dominance of visual faculty over other human senses, they had high regard for photography as
an invaluable means of expression that could help reveal the visual unconscious as well as the
reflective nature of human thoughts. In view of the fact that disintegration of prevalent norms
and presentation of an extraordinary image of the perceived reality is one of the fundamental
principles of surrealism, this paper seeks to analyze the visual dimension of the works of Bill
Brandt, a well-known photographer of the 20th century, whose surrealist concerns are clearly
visible in his close inspection of human body as well as in his attempts at obtaining a reality that
is above purely visual elements. Apart from selecting the proper location and time, Brandt
proves his thorough understanding of 'the art of seeing' by a full command of surrealist
techniques of photography such as the effects of different exposures, unusual distance between
the camera and the subject, representation of visible reflections, and iconoclastic framings. The
conclusion of the paper is evidence of the fact that Brandt's works result from deep self-
examinations of the mind and the unconscious which make possible strange, sophisticated, and
heterogeneous readings of reality and simple visual conventions. This is the ultimate goal of
surrealism in perceiving the surrounding environment.
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. Bill Brandt

. Surrealism

. Man Ray

. The English At Home
. Minotaure

. A Night at London

. Whuthering Heights

. Emily Bronte

. Perspective of Nudes

. Marquis de Sade
. Karl Marx

. Sigmund Freud

. Andre Breton

. Marcel du Champ
. Luis Bunuel

. Salvador Dali

. Jean Renoir

. Orson Welles

. Citizen Kane

. Pin Hole Camera
. Edward Weston
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