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Abstract:

The decisive moment is the aesthetic theory by Henri Cartier Bresson which was published in
Y4eY by a book with the same title which is a perception of the Buddhism doctrine, so Bresson
could widespread the concept of the decisive moment by publishing a pictorial book. In this
theory, Bresson believes that a photographer should be attracted to the event and be at the
center of it to take a photo. In this case, all the rhythms of structure would get the same shape
and if the photographer could discover this moment, they would be able to find the decisive
moment. The issue of this research is to study the factors which influenced Bresson’s way of
thinking from Zen and Buddhism. The aim of the research is also to identify a process that will
clarify the origin of the word decisive moment as a result of these influences, and to find the
exact origin of the decisive moment and investigate various factors that had been effective on
Bresson’s thoughts. This research has been done in a descriptive-analytical method with
collecting information and data from library studies. The results of this research indicate that the
factors such as surrealism, filmmaking, and Andre Kertesz’s thoughts have been very influential
on him, and especially the Buddhism doctrine was the main source of the decisive moment
which is taken from Ekaksana, interpreted as eternal present moment. It is worth mentioning
that the title “Decisive Moment” was chosen by Bresson’s book publisher.
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