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ARTICLE INFO EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Purpose: Currently, the structure of global trade is intertwined in a way that was
unprecedented before. The geographical dispersion of production, from the
generation of ideas to the time it reaches the consumer, has created a mechanism that

Article type:
Research Full Paper

Article history: allows each country or region to play a role in it according to its relative advantages.
Received: 2025-03 -12 According to the 2020 report of the World Trade Organization, today more than half
Revised: 2025-04-24 of the world's trade is done within the framework of global value chains, and when

Accepted: 2025-04-25 the participation of countries in global value chains increases, the per capita income

of the people of that country increases. The global value chain, which during the last
25 years has been one of the factors influencing economic and commercial activities
around the world and a huge achievement of globalization, includes economic
promotion and a dynamic and continuous process to create more value and division
of labor. The world pays attention to the relative advantage of each country. This
research was conducted with the aim of citation analysis of the achievement of
scientific theoretical foundations of articles published in the period from 2000 to
2024 and overview of articles in the period from 2019 to 2024 in the Scopus database
on the topic of the global value chain.
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Methodology: The present research was conducted using the citation analysis
method and the number of 1985 articles that mentioned global value chain in the title,
abstract and keyword of the articles were selected from the Scopus database. Also,
the number of 20 articles with the term global value chain only in their titles were
selected for overview. In this research, the data was extracted from the Scopus
database for citation analysis. Database selection is the main and most important part
of bibliometric analysis. Currently, the databases that are mostly used by researchers
are Web of Science, Scopus, and Google Scholar, which differ from each other in
terms of the volume and quality of data and performance. Compared to Web of
Science and Google Scholar, the Scopus database has 19,000 sources and includes
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authoritative journals from 4,000 publishers worldwide, which is considered the
largest database in terms of abstracts and citations in the world. Therefore, the current
research chooses the Scopus database, which has better quality and more data, as a
data source.

Findings: The results of citation analysis show the increasing trend of studies in
the field of global value chain. The countries of America, England, China, Italy, and
India have produced the most scientific content in this field, and countries such as
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Egypt have emerged among research countries in recent
years. The results of the overview emphasize the change of research directions along
with the growing path of global value chains. Also, the concepts gathered in
reviewing the articles of the last 5 years in a systematic way can be placed in three
major categories: the facilitating role of the government, the fourth industrial
revolution, and the company level strategy.

Conclusion: The growing frequency of keywords such as circular economy,
fourth industrial revolution and technology represent the future directions of research
in the field of global value chain, which can be a basis for future studies. Despite the
importance of research in the field of the global value chain in the world, only a
handful of studies have been conducted in our country. This research has tried to
familiarize researchers and students with this category and the need to examine its
various dimensions by introducing authors, sources, authentic articles and up-to-date
topics in this field. The position of Iran with the number of 5 articles in the field of
the global value chain and the citation rate of 616 among the selected countries
indicates that the researchers of our country can produce more scientific productions
by studying the capacities and advantages in the framework of the global value chain.
Therefore, this research has tried to comprehensively review the global value chain
mentioning the data cleaning process.
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