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Abstract: Research on ancient Greek literature and the history of literary
theory often refer to and draw heavily from the views of Plato and Aristotle. This
analytical approach is common among Persian scholars and translators. In this
article, we examine the status of ancient Greek poetry and poets in Plato's works
by engaging directly with the primary sources, rather than relying solely on the
contemporary secondary analyses. The aim is to shed light on overlooked
dimensions of Plato’s critique of poetry and poets, as well as broader aspects of
Socratic-Platonic thought. Notably, the concept and definition of “poetry” in
Plato’s time differ significantly from modern understandings—a distinction that
has received limited attention in both classical and contemporary literary
criticism. This article presents a comprehensive historical analysis of Plato’s

dialogues and offers a critical review of prior scholarship in the field.
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