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Background and Objectives:Value network analysis has emerged as a novel
approach in management studies, providing capabilities to examine
multilateral and dynamic value creation relationships within organizational
ecosystems. This framework serves dual purposes: as a theoretical foundation
for explaining value creation mechanisms and as a research methodology for
analyzing complex stakeholder relationships. Unlike traditional linear
models such as value chains, value network analysis facilitates
multidimensional study of relationships between stakeholders and
organizations.

Preliminary investigations reveal a lack of coherent understanding regarding
value network analysis and its application methods in Persian-language
management research. This study addresses the fundamental question: "How
has value network analysis been applied in Persian management research, and
to what extent does it align with valid theoretical and methodological
principles?” The primary objective is to assess adherence to authentic value
network analysis principles in Persian academic literature, while identifying
patterns, methodological deficiencies, and providing recommendations for
improved implementation.

Materials and Methods: This study employed systematic literature review
methodology following Tranfield's three-stage framework (2003),
encompassing planning, execution, and reporting phases. Comprehensive
searches across three major Persian academic databases (Noormags,
Magiran, and Comprehensive Portal of Humanities Sciences) utilized the
primary keyword (i) 452" (value network) without temporal restrictions.
The initial search yielded 139 documents. After removing duplicates, 45
unique articles were identified and cataloged with complete bibliographic
information.

Each article underwent preliminary screening based on abstract review to
determine relevance and depth of engagement with value network concepts.
Inclusion criteria required articles to demonstrate substantial engagement
with value network concepts beyond superficial references, with value
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networks holding central importance in the research focus. Following initial
screening, 19 articles met the inclusion criteria and proceeded to a
comprehensive full-text analysis.

Selection criteria included the presence of specific value network analysis
keywords, explicit references to foundational studies, and meaningful
theoretical or methodological engagement. Quality assessment employed a
systematic evaluation based on theoretical and methodological components
derived from Allee and Schwabe's framework (2015). Each article was
assessed against established criteria for theoretical adherence and
methodological rigor, enabling systematic comparison across the reviewed
literature using thematic analysis to identify patterns, gaps, and
inconsistencies.

Results: The systematic review revealed significant findings regarding value
network analysis in Persian management research. The first related article
was published in 2018, indicating a recent introduction to Persian academic
discourse. Analysis demonstrates a gradual transition from chain-oriented to
network-oriented approaches in value creation studies, with 19 articles
published between 2018-2024 showing varying engagement levels.

From a theoretical perspective, only two articles demonstrated substantial
adherence to authentic value network analysis principles. Most articles relied
primarily on contextual theories (systems theory, value co-creation,
stakeholder theory) rather than core value network frameworks, indicating
significant gaps between claimed foundations and actual implementation.
Critical deficiency identified across most articles was inadequate attention to
intangible values and informal value exchanges—fundamental distinguishing
features of value network analysis.

Studies focused primarily on tangible value flows while neglecting crucial
aspects such as knowledge transfer, trust building, innovation diffusion, and
tacit knowledge exchange central to comprehensive value network analysis.
Methodologically, no article fully implemented specific value network
analysis techniques. Essential components such as value network mapping,
team-based network discovery sessions, and specialized methods for
interpreting intangible data were absent.

In many cases, "value network" terminology was used merely as superficial
linguistic overlap without deeper conceptual understanding. Many articles
used mixed theoretical approaches combining various theories to understand
value creation processes. However, these efforts often resulted in theoretical
inconsistency and failure to capture the unique analytical capabilities that
value network analysis offers.

While some studies attempted to integrate quantitative network indicators
with qualitative approaches, none achieved comprehensive integration of
theoretical depth and methodological sophistication characterizes authentic
value network analysis. Temporal analysis revealed encouraging trends
toward more sophisticated analytical approaches in recent years, with
researchers increasingly attempting to combine quantitative and qualitative
methods. However, fundamental gaps persist in understanding theoretical
foundations and implementing appropriate methodological techniques
specific to value network analysis.

Conclusion: This systematic review demonstrates that despite increasing
attention to value network concepts in Persian management studies,
substantial gaps remain in the correct and comprehensive application of value
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network analysis. The most significant deficiencies include inadequate
treatment of intangible values and specific methodological aspects unique to
value network analysis.

The study contributes to academic discourse by providing the first systematic
evaluation of value network analysis application in Persian management
literature, establishing a baseline understanding for future research
development. Future researchers are recommended to strengthen their
understanding of theoretical foundations and properly implement
methodological techniques to fully leverage the analytical potential of this
approach in understanding organizational value creation complexities.

This research identifies specific areas requiring theoretical and
methodological advancement, paving the way for more rigorous and
authentic application of value network analysis in Persian management
studies.
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