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Abstract:

Power discourse constitutes a fundamental mechanism through which power
reproduces representations and perceptions that depart from those
established in classical political thought. From Michel Foucault’s
perspective, power is neither confined to an individual or a particular social
class nor conceived as a form of property that can be possessed or exercised
from a single center. Rather, it exists as a network of interconnected
relations embedded within the social fabric, operating through a wide range
of everyday mechanisms and disciplinary techniques that shape individuals
while reorganizing their behavior and systems of representation.

Najib al-Kilani’s novel Giants of the North portrays the suffering and
upheaval experienced by Muslims in Nigeria during the 1960s and
illustrates how missionary activities and certain foreign interest groups
intensified conflict and exacerbated tensions among the country’s diverse
ethnic communities. The novel further exposes the decentralized and diffuse
nature of power by illustrating its manifestations in discourse, institutions,
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the body, the economy, and religion. Moreover, it demonstrates that any
analysis of power within the narrative remains incomplete without a
thorough understanding of the dynamics of resistance operating within these
interconnected spheres of power.

Accordingly, the novel provides an appropriate framework for a
Foucauldian reading, illuminating the interaction between mechanisms of
control and discipline and various forms of resistance within the social and
cultural context represented in the narrative.

Using a descriptive-analytical approach, the present study examines the
principal dimensions of power discourse in the novel from the perspective
of Michel Foucault’s theory. The findings reveal that power discourse in the
novel is constructed upon a network of social distinctions that grants
legitimacy and mechanisms of control to particular groups, thereby
reproducing their privileges not through direct coercion but through symbols
and cultural practices. Furthermore, the novel portrays the enduring
presence of colonial power operating through concealed mechanisms
embedded in legal systems, dominant discourses, and economic structures.
It also demonstrates that power is dispersed throughout diverse social
relations, extending from nightclubs to political conflicts.

Keywords: Michel Foucault; Power Discourse; Contemporary Novel; Najib
al-Kilani; Giants of the North.

Extended Summary

1.Introduction

Every discourse, through its semantic and cognitive structure, embodies
relations of power that determine what may be articulated, what must
remain concealed, and what is intended to be institutionalized.
Consequently, discourse functions both as an instrument for producing
domination and as a medium through which resistance can emerge.
Moreover, discourse is inseparable from the mechanisms through which
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"truth" is produced and behavior is regulated within society. Accordingly,
power accompanies human existence from birth to death, operating across
every sphere of life, regardless of whether individuals occupy positions of
authority or are subjected to its control. The pervasive presence of power
has led scholars to investigate its origins and modes of operation, a task that
requires tracing its manifestations throughout the entire spectrum of human
existence, particularly within the complex network of social relations.

Within this theoretical framework, power emerges as a phenomenon
embedded in everyday practices that continuously generate, regulate, and
reproduce patterns of behavior. It functions as a network of interconnected
relations distributed throughout the social body, constantly reproducing
itself through ongoing interactions. Against this conceptual background,
Giants of the North by Najib al-Kilani presents power as a central theme
explored through religious and philosophical perspectives that reflect the
social and political transformations experienced by Islamic societies. In the
novel, power is portrayed not merely as a political instrument or a form of
direct coercion but as a complex network of relations that permeates
institutions, discourses, and everyday practices. Al-Kilani moves beyond
conventional conceptions of authority by depicting power as an intricate
system in which colonial influence, economic forces, and modern social
policies intersect, producing a fragmented social order that shapes
individuals' choices and life trajectories.

2. Materials and Methods

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach grounded in Michel
Foucault's concepts of power and discourse. The analysis employs an
interpretive methodology to examine narrative episodes, character behavior,
discursive strategies, and the textual representation of institutions, economic
structures, social distinctions, and religious references. Rather than treating
the novel as a mere illustration of Foucauldian theory, the study approaches
it as a discursive space in which the operation of power becomes visible
through everyday practices and systems of discourse.
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Methodologically, the analysis focuses on identifying the novel's principal
discursive formations and examining the mechanisms through which power
is produced and reproduced. It investigates how social distinctions based on
gender, class, social status, and kinship function as fundamental
mechanisms of power. It further examines how colonial power persists in
contemporary  contexts through indirect mechanisms—including
international law, contractual arrangements, and dominant discourses—
rather than through direct occupation alone. In addition, the analysis
explores the novel's representation of everyday practices, ranging from
illicit commerce to entertainment, commodification, and political conflict,
as social arenas in which disciplinary and biopolitical forms of power
operate.

3. Research Findings

The findings reveal that a system of social distinctions grounded in kinship,
gender, class, and social status constitutes the central mechanism through
which power is produced in the novel. This system not only categorizes
individuals but also determines legitimacy by defining who possesses the
authority to issue commands, who has the right to speak, and whose voice is
recognized as legitimate. Consequently, the novel demonstrates that power
operates primarily through symbolic and cultural privileges rather than
through overt coercion.

The analysis further demonstrates that British and French colonial power
continues to shape the social, political, and economic structures of
contemporary Nigeria. However, this influence is not represented as direct
colonial occupation. Instead, it operates through concealed Foucauldian
mechanisms embedded within international law, contractual systems, and
discursive practices that reproduce external power as an integral component
of the existing social order.

Moreover, the novel illustrates that everyday practices are inseparable from
the mechanisms of power. Activities such as illicit trade, entertainment,
commodification, and political conflict are portrayed as manifestations of
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disciplinary and biopolitical power. Through their everyday actions,
individuals actively participate in reproducing the very social order that
governs them. Consequently, the novel presents power as relational and
diffuse, sustained through the interactions and practices by which society
continually reproduces itself.

With regard to resistance, the findings indicate that resistance emerges
alongside power, first at the cognitive level before developing into concrete
action. It begins as an internal sense of rejection and a breakdown of trust,
constituting the earliest and most instinctive form of resistance to
mechanisms of domination. Every manifestation of power generates a
corresponding form of resistance. Their relationship is therefore neither
linear nor purely oppositional but fundamentally dialectical, consistent with
Foucault's proposition that resistance exists wherever power operates.

4. Discussion of Results and Conclusion

The findings confirm that Giants of the North embodies the Foucauldian
conception of power as a complex network extending beyond formal
institutions into discourses, everyday practices, and social relations. The
novel offers a deeper understanding of structures of domination in Nigeria,
encompassing both its colonial past and its turbulent contemporary reality. It
further demonstrates the enduring role of systems of distinction and
privilege in shaping political and social life across different historical
periods.

The analysis also shows that resistance in the novel is not merely reactive. It
originates internally as distrust, refusal, and critical awareness before
developing into concrete action. This finding supports the Foucauldian
understanding of the inseparable relationship between power and resistance,
reinforcing the view that they are mutually constitutive processes rather than
independent domains.

Finally, the study concludes that the novel illustrates the governance of
bodies—particularly women's bodies—through interconnected moral,
religious, and social discourses that collectively regulate conduct and
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construct identity. Power thus appears simultaneously as disciplinary and
biopolitical, while resistance emerges wherever power is exercised, creating
possibilities for redefining subjectivity and pursuing justice.
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