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Abstract: Rhetorical figures are the artistic use of language that, through the
selection of specific linguistic and grammatical structures, assist poets in
expressing their ideas and thoughts. These figures are highly structure-oriented
and are lost in translation to another language. The loss of literary devices in the
translation of poetic texts becomes even more perplexing because, in poetry, not
only the meaning but also the form is important. And, since what is lost most in
the translation of poetic language is the form, it is clear that poetic devices are
also lost to a great extent. However, there are translators who are fully aware of
the style, context, and form of both source and target languages and skillfully
recreate these specific forms in the target language. Among English poets,
Shakespeare has ingeniously and efficiently used literary devices in his theatrical
and poetic works. Among Shakespeare's non-theatrical works, the two poems
Venus and Adonis and The Rape of Lucrece, which have recently been translated
into Persian, have significantly utilized literary devices. A general evaluation of
the Persian translation of these selected devices in these two poems, based on
functional equivalence, shows that the Persian translator has made great effort to
translate these devices into Persian in an efficient manner and within the
framework of a functional equivalence. This article aims to examine and evaluate
a selected number of these devices in the Persian translation of the two poems
within the framework of functional equivalence.
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“More white and red than doves or roses are”

1. opportunity

2. minor epic

3. sixain stanza

4. iambic pentameter
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He wrings her nose, he strikes her on the cheeks,
He bends her fingers, holds her pulses hard,
He chafes her lips[.] (lines 475-77)
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“Let him have time to tear his curled hair,
Let him have time against himself to rave,
Let him have time of Time’s help to despair,

Let him have time to live a loathed slave,
Let him have time a beggar’s orts to crave[.]” (lines 981-85)
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1. obligatory shift
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“Speak, fair, but speak fair words” (line 208)
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“thoughts might compass his fair fair” (line 346)
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“looks Kill love, and love by looks reviveth” (line 464)
(A'.uﬁ)lﬁfgfcﬂ?asil{jDﬁguA063j‘é&9¢§b{
Al o osbsd Sl oKL o e o oSl en e dlntl 3
13,8 o 0t S 1 3l S 5 e S e gt 53 0 5 et 4
“one for all or all for one we gage” (line 144)
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1. Antimetabole
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Backward she pushed him as she would be thrust,
And governed him in strength though not in lust (lines 41—
42).
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kings might be espouséd to more fame,
But king nor peer to such a peerless dame (lines 20-21).
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Sick-thoughted Venus makes amain unto him
And, like a bold-faced suitor, gins to woo him (lines 5-6).
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1. Epistrophe
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“If thou deny, . . .
... some worthless slave of thine I’ll slay,
To kill thine honor with thy life’s decay,
And in thy dead arms do | mean to place him,
Swearing | slew him, seeing thee embrace Aim ” (lines 513—
18).
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“She’s Love, she loves, and yet she is not loved” (line 610).
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“Disturb his hours of rest with restless trances.
Afflict him in his bed with bedrid groans.
Let there bechance him pitiful mischances

1. Polyptoton
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To make him moan, but pity not his moans.
Stone him with hard’ned hearts harder than stones,
And let mild women to him lose their mildness,

Wilder to him than tigers in their wildness” (lines 974-80).
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“Since thou art dead, lo, here | prophesy
Sorrow on love hereafter shall attend,;

It shall be waited on with jealousy,

Find sweet beginning but unsavory end,
Ne’er settled equally, but high or low,

1. Synoeciosis
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That all love’s pleasure shall not match his woe.

“It shall be fickle, false, and full of fraud,

Bud and be blasted in a breathing while,

The bottom poison and the top o’erstrawed

With sweets that shall the truest sight beguile;
The strongest body shall it make most weak,
Strike the wise dumb, and teach the fool to speak.

“It shall be sparing and, too, full of riot,

Teaching decrepit age to tread the measures;

The staring ruffian shall it keep in quiet,

Pluck down the rich, enrich the poor with treasures.
It shall be raging mad and silly mild,

Make the young old, the old become a child.

“It shall suspect where is no cause of fear;

It shall not fear where it should most mistrust.

It shall be merciful and, too, severe,

And most deceiving when it seems most just.
Perverse it shall be where it shows most toward,
Put fear to valor, courage to the coward.

“It shall be cause of war and dire events,

And set dissension ’twixt the son and sire;

Subject and servile to all discontents,

As dry combustious matter is to fire.

Sith in his prime Death doth my love destroy,

They that love best their loves shall not enjoy” (1135-1164).
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1. adequate
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